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Quick fix but no long-term vision from the
European Parliament on the Energy Tax Directive

[19 April 2012] FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Parliament has today voted on an opinion omptbposed revision of the Energy Tax Direc-
tive.

The European Environmental Bureau (EEB) and GraetgBt Europe (GBE) welcome the Parlia-
ment’s support to raising the minimum levels ofrgydaxation, which sets out to tackle the para-
mount problem of fuel tourism in Europe. Currendlignificant differences in tax rates on petrol
and diesel encourage drivers go out of their wdillttheir tanks in EU Member States with lower
transport fuel taxes.

However, EEB and GBE are utterly disappointed &mabpportunity has been missed to put an end
to the current absurd situation where energy tageg often go against Europe’s energy and cli-
mate objectives, and where the EU requires Memtae$Sto exempt some of the most polluting
transport modes, such as aviation, from taxation.

“These exemptions and the current fiscal advangageted to diesel technology directly impinge
on the EU’s guiding principles of polluter pays arfdechnical neutrality” said Agathe Ernoult,
Energy policy officer at the EEB.

“The EP financial committee had called for ratioadjustments to Europe’s tax incentives, but the
current electoral climate in larger Member StatEnss to have played a role in depriving the two
biggest parties from any long term vision in thenary vote” said Jacqueline Cottrell of Green
Budget Europe.

According to both organisations, the financial isrimust not be used as an excuse for shying away
from reforming tax incentives, which would be plthgeover more than a decade and would en-
sure long-term certainty for industry and consunadikse, as well as ensuring coherence between
Europe’s energy and single market policies.
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For more information contact:

Jacqueline Cottrell, GBE Manager, +44 789 43 42 3@dqueline.Cottrell@green-budget.eu
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Note to Editors

[1] European Environmental Bureau (EEB)

Created in 1974, the EEB is now Europe's largefrigion of environmental organisations with mdrant 140 mem-
ber organisations who gain their membership froenghneral public. Because of this, we are guidethéyoices of
15 million European citizens, and act as the eadsvaice of our members towards the EU decisionarsak

Visit www.eeb.org

[2] Green Budget Europe (GBE)

Green Budget Europe is a European Expert platforiularket Based Instruments for the environment. GBEs to
promote Environmental Fiscal Reform and Market-Basstruments on the European level and bring tegeEU and
government institutions, NGOs, industry associaj@tademics and the research community. GBE iigjagp of the
NGO Forum Okologisch-Soziale Marktwirtschaft . #QS).

Visit www.green-budget.eu
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